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QUEEN ‘ SNAKEHEAD S STER PING |S EXTRAD TED FROM HONG KONG TO
NEW YORK TO FACE ALl EN SMUGAI NG AND HOSTAGE TAKI NG CHARGES

JAMVES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, MARTIN D. FICKE, the Interim
Speci al Agent in Charge, New York, of the Bureau of Inmgration
and Custons Enforcenent (“BICE’) of the United States Departnent
of Honel and Security, and KEVIN P. DONOVAN, the Assi stant
Director in Charge of the FBI's New York Field O fice, announced
that CHENG CHU PING also known as "SI STER PING " who is alleged
to have been the “snakehead” or |eader of an extensive
i nternational alien snuggling operation, arrived in New York this
norning to face crimnal charges after having been extradited
from Hong Kong.

SI STER PI NG vi gorously contested extradition in Hong
Kong fromthe tinme of her arrest until her appeals were exhausted
bef ore Hong Kong’s Court of Final Appeals in June 2003. S| STER
PING s arrest in April 2000 at the Hong Kong I nternational

Airport followed an extensive five-year worldw de nanhunt and
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resulted froman investigation conducted by the New York offices
of the FBI and the Bureau of Immgration and Custons Enforcenent
(“BICE") of the United States Departnent of Honel and Security.

SI STER PING i s nanmed in a seven-count Superseding
I ndictnent (the "Indictnment”), which charges her with conspiracy
to snuggle aliens into the United States, hostage taking, noney
| aundering and trafficking in ransom proceeds, anong ot her
charges. Two of the charges — a hostage taking count and an
i1l egal noney remtting count — were determ ned by Hong Kong
authorities not to be extraditable.

According to the Governnent’s extradition request,
begi nning as far back as 1984, PING oversaw the operation of an
I nternational alien snuggling ring, which snuggled into the
United States hundreds, and likely thousands, of aliens who cane
principally fromthe Fujien Province of the People’ s Republic of
China ("PRC'). The aliens typically were snuggl ed aboard
sea-goi ng vessels and, upon their arrival in the United States,
were held hostage until their snuggling debts to SI STER Pl NG
general |y about $30, 000, were satisfied.

The Boston Transport

According to the Indictnments, Conplaint and extradition
request, in Septenber 1992 SISTER PING directed the snuggling of
approximately 130 aliens fromthe Fujien Province of the PRC
aboard a Tai wanese fishing boat that arrived off the coast of
Bost on, Massachusetts. After the aliens nade it to the United

States, SISTER PING arranged for the aliens to be taken hostage
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until their smuggling fees were paid. To acconplish this
operation, SISTER PING paid nenbers of the Fuk Ching Gang — a
notori ously powerful and viol ent Chinatown gang of approxi mtely
30 young nen — $750,000 to retrieve the aliens by boat off the
coast of Massachusetts and to transport themto a safehouse in
Br ookl yn, New York. While transferring the aliens from SI STER
PI NG s smuggling vessel to the gang’s boat at sea, one of the
gang nenbers fired a handgun into the air to force the aliens to
proceed in an orderly fashion. The gang nenber al so threatened
to kill the aliens unless they conplied with his orders to hide
in the hull of the boat. After the aliens were driven to New
York by nenbers of the gang in three U-Haul trucks, the aliens
were collected at the Yoan Wah warehouse in Brooklyn by SISTER
PING s nen. Those who could not neet their debt were taken to an
apartnment, believed to be in New York’s Chinatown, where they
were hel d hostage by nmenbers of the Fuk Ching Gang until their
smuggling fees were paid to SI STER PI NG

The ‘ Gol den Venture' Transport

Al so, according to court papers, SISTER PING and ot her
snakeheads col | aborated on an operation that ultinmately invol ved
t he smuggling by boat of approximately 300 citizens fromthe PRC
into the United States aboard the ship the "Golden Venture.” In

the sumer of 1992, a large group of aliens — including about 20



4

or so “custoners” of SISTER PING — boarded a cruise ship called
the "Najid I'l" in Thailand and travel ed to Kenya, Africa.

Because the captain of the Najid Il refused to take the aliens
any farther, the aliens remained in Africa until a second boat,

t he Gol den Venture — which was en route from Thailand w th ot her
aliens — cane to collect themin the spring of 1993. On June 6,
1993, the CGol den Venture, which was carryi ng approxi mately 300
aliens, including SISTER PING s custoners, ran aground off the
Rockaways in Queens, New York. Several aliens drowned in the
ocean in their attenpts to swi m ashore.

Money Laundering and Trafficking in Ransom Proceeds

The extradition request al so describes SISTER PING s
use of a noney transmtting business |ocated at 47 East Broadway
in Manhattan’s Chi natown (the "Mney Transmitting Business") to
facilitate her and ot her snakeheads’ snuggling operations.

For exanple, in March 1991, another snakehead delivered
approxi mately $30,900 to SISTER PING at her Money Transmitting
Busi ness, and told SISTER PING that he was traveling to Bangkok
where he wanted the noney to be sent to him (the extra $900
al l egedly was SISTER PING S noney transfer fee — $300 for every
$10, 000 transferred).

After the snakehead arrived in Bangkok, he received a

t el ephone call telling himthat the $30,000 he had left with
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SI STER PING in New York was waiting for himat an underground

bank i n Bangkok. The snakehead then used the $30,000 to finance
a schenme to snuggle by airplane four aliens fromthe PRC to New
York, where they were held hostage until their relatives paid
their smuggling fee.

SI STER PI NG al so used her Money Transmitting Business
to transfer snmuggling fees collected at a store she owned in the
PRC to her business in New York in connection with a March 1994
smuggl i ng operation in which approxinmately 105 aliens were
smuggl ed fromthe PRC to the shore of Cape May, New Jersey, and
then taken to various saf ehouses where they were again held
hostage until their relatives in the PRC paid their snuggling
f ees.

SI STER PI NG was arraigned today before Chief United
States District Judge M CHAEL B. MJUKASEY of Southern District of
New York and was remanded to jail pending a future bail hearing.

If convicted, PING faces a maxi nrum sentence of life in
prison wi thout the possibility of parole.

M. COMEY praised the BICE, the FBI/NYPD Joint Asian
Organi zed Crime Task Force and the Hong Kong Police Depart nent
for their conduct of this investigation and their work leading to

PING s arrest and extradition.
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Assistant United States Attorneys M CHAEL G MCGOVERN

and DAVID P. BURNS are in charge of the prosecution

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendant is presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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